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MUST BOOKS 
JyneB5 July, Q* 
Durant, Will = ‘HE STORY OF CIVILIZATION: Our Oriental Heritage ~ Simon & Schuster 
oe A modern approach to a subject generally considered dry as dust, is this 


introductory volume of Will Durant!s vast project. I venture to prophesy that — with 
the Simon & Schuster backing, and the sales history of The Story of Philosophy — this 
will hit the best seller lists in short order. It ought to line up the same sort of 
buying public that H. G Well's Outline of History produced, although the narrowing 
down of the subject of volume I to "our Oriental heritage" may scare some people off. 
Once the reader -gets under way, he will agree, I feel sure, with the statement that 
Durant has made ancient history very much here and now has linked our present indis— 
solubly with our past, has breathed new life into the skeleton outline of our school 
days, and infused it with the spirit of adventure which makes modern archeology a 
vital, dramatic subject. There is a facility about the presentation of the subject 
2B that would seem to indicate superficiality, but actually gives the best sort of proof 
of mastery of his subject. One feels that not only has he approached it through 
primary sources, ancient and modern, but that he has familiarized himself with the 
physical background, knows — at first hand — the places he recreates for his readers. 
The Near East treats of the far distant past; India and the Far East brings past and 
present into focus, — clear, dramatic, readable, and up—to-—date survey of the modern 
Orient, with its roots in the past. There is less, perhaps, of the human element than 
one has been led to expect from Durant. The book is not a tabloid product. But, if 
the succeeding four volumes carry out the promise of the first, it is an essential 
book for every reasonably well equipped private library, for all public libraries, 
for all high school and college libraries. Publishers have prepared full dummies, 
circulars for securing advance orders, guarantee of 50-50 on local newspaper advertis— 
ing, linked with original order. Build up your advance. It will pay you, as it is 
not a book for quick, popular, over—the-counter sale. $5200 











A Slim Spring — But These Should Help 





Tail end of the Spring season, a few waifs and strays for June publication, so build 
your May headliners to last over (see calendar in last issue and this). And watch 
these dark horses:— Second Hoeing by Hope Williams Sykes (Putnam); Landtakers by Brian 
Penton (Farrar & Rinehart); South by Frederick Wight (Farrar & Rinehart)» See below 
for reports. 








PROBLEWATICAL BOOKS — Fiction 





M ay 1 3 
Sykes, Hope Jilliams SECOND HOEING Putnam 
° A novel of the soil, belonging with the type of book popularized years ago 


with Giants in the Barth, and paralleling in the year past, Sun on their Shoulders 


-|%2- 
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(one of the books that deserved a better break than it got). The setting is Colorado, 
in the sugar beet section. The central characters are Russian—German—American settlers, 
crop sharers, tenant farmers, workers in the beet fields, ~ a new facet of the American 
picture. The central character is Hannah, ambitious, responsible girl emerging from 
adolescence at the start, and growing through the fate she meets, to a shouldering of 
the problems of life. Good characterization, but it is not a book for light enter— 
tainment. Should get a good press, which may create a demand. $2.50 


May 16 
Ford, Ford Madox LADIES WHOSE BRIGHT EYES Lippinco tt 


His Provence of recent date has enlarged his public. This, however, is a 
book that will discourage all but his ardent followers. A novel, dull and pedestrian, 
artificial as Ford Madox Ford so often is. There is a dim suggestion of Berkeley 
Square in the pattern, by which Mr. Sorrell is transported to the fourteenth century 
with his memories of modern life and invention intact. $2.50 





May 20 
Fessier, Michael FULLY DRESSED AND IN HIS RIGHT MIND Knopf 


Here's a much tooted book on which we confess to grave doubts. A fantastic 
blend of The Postman Always Rings Twice with Robert Nathan, in a story of a haunting 
character symbolic of evil, who appears at the psychological moment to involve people 
in all sorts of strange and unpleasant things, even murder or the suspician of it. 

The man has a genius for anonymity — an insidious power over the other fellow, making 
him shoulder the blame. He becomes the evil genius of one character, the story teller, 
aud controls and hypnotizes almost all the others, with the exception of a nympho— 
maniac who does not fear him. If this book goes as well as the publishers think, it 
will be simply a "tour de force" — a freak success. For the book leaves one with a 
feeling of annoyance and frustration. $2.00 





May 28 


Clarke, Donald Henderson KELLY Vanguard 


Good circulating library bet, this fast moving, dramatic story of an Italian 
girl whose life is watched over by a drunken newspaperman. He nicknames her Kelly at 
her christening, plays patron and guardian, abets her tragic little romance with her 
family's enemy, worries over her futile marriage, protects her from her gangster 
brother, and finally gives his life for the man she loves. The man is better drawn 
than the girl — colorful Times Square background. $2200 


June 3 
Hemilton, Mary Agnes SENTENCED TO LIFE Houghton, wWifflin 


A thoughtful, well—motivated book, handling the modern problems of youth 
without illusions seeking and finding the worthwhile in lifes But not the sort of 
book destined for wide sale. Story of two young people, loving each other but unable 
to reach happiness together, who find that they must go on with life, separated, and 
yet coming together through their experiences, he in a Central European village, she © 
in America. (Author former M-eP., leader in British political and literary circles, 
known in America for Three Against Fate.) $2450 
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June 5 
Hayes, Milton BAD WEN MAKE GOOD WIVES Greenberg 


Tries to be a funny book — and fails. Purports to be the diary of 60-year 
old Upjack, porter to an insurance firm, relating his adventures from the time his 
name appears on a winning ticket until he successfully escapes the wiles of several 
women, avenges his daughter's honor, and so on. Pass it up. $2200 


O'Neal, George S. WEARIEST RIVER Greenberg 


Fairish novel of the granddaughter of a circus rider who cannot face reality 
in her background, her mother's shortcomings, the setting of an Alabama town, and who 


runs away to Europe and fails to find happiness there. $2.00 
June 6 
Randolph, Vance HEDWIG Vanguard 


This wont pass muster with your conservatives. The story of a young German 
girl's life in America, the simple narrative of an awful marriage, of the other men 


in her life, of her gradual acceptance of destiny. Well done. $2.00 
June 7 

Teilhet, Darwin L. BRIGHT DESTINATION Doubleday, Doran 

* First rate summer entertainment — a picaresque adventure story of a radio 


writer who comes to France to put a stop to his wife's divorcing him, only to go 
into hiding on arrival in Cherbourg, for the killing of a policeman. Joined in 
hiding by a hard drinking juggler and his niece, the three wander about the country 
‘in a travelling cirque. Central Europe — an amusing background — adventures with 


thugs, landlords, humor, pathos, adventure, romance, in skilful blend. $2200 
June 8 
Dombrowski, Katharine LAND OF WOMEN Little,Brown 


There's good stuff here for picturesque fiction, but it takes deep digging 
to unravel a slender plot from the encumbrances of a confused picture of Paraguay 
about a hundred years ago. Women held a rather special position — there was no 
crime, nor theft, nor murder. Then came the Parisianmveneer Irish mistress of the 
dictator, Lopez, and trouble began - and lasted through his domination. A story 
spread thin over a large and crowded canvas. Not easy reading. $2.50 


Hatch, Eric FLY-—BY-—NIGHT Little,Brown 


Good, clean fun — not so hilarious as Five Days — but sufficiently rowdy 
at times to add to the entertainment. A faked situation which involves the hero 
in a murder charge, escape with the Law on his heels, brushes with detectives, 
high principaled relatives, irate spinsters and innocent bystanders. $2.00 
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June 11 










Vallace, Doreen LATTER. HOWE Macmillan 





A better book than her last year's Barnham Rectory, ranking rather with 
Even Such is Time. The story of the marriage of sheepfarmer Lanty and Oxford Don 
Katherine. A long illness brings out all too human failings, but the memory of a 
love which cannot stale wins through. A story of courage and devotion. $2050 

















June L3 7 





Penton, Brian LAND TAKERS Farrar & Rinehart 










* A long book, but absorbing in the reading. Should appeal to men, partic— 

ularly, with its vital picture of the carving out of a new country. Audience some— 

what that of Pageant. The story of the transformation of soft—living Cabell into a 
prosperous hated Australian colonial, against the days of the settling of the country. 

The brutal treatment of convict labor, the weakening or hardening of the ruling clas- 

ses, when faced with the challenge of danger from natives, scant living, the monotony | 
of homesteading, the treachery involved in winning to the top. All recounted in ur- | 

































embellished fashion with something of crude and brutal humor. $2.50 | 
June 15 | 
é 
Dew, Louise E. SHINING ARMOR Hopkins 


This can be passed up. Romance distinguished for nothing special — a happy 


Pn ending to a troubled path of levee A bit heavy on the cute side. $2.00 
June 17 
Cost, March THE DARK GLASS | Knopf 


A Man Named Luke was somewhat abstruse, but the tenuous thread of the 
doctor's character held the story together. Now comes another novel from her pen, 
and the story seems to’fall apart, to leave the reader with a sense of puzzlement, 
uncertainty as to what actually happened, and what was projected into the future, or 
drawn up out of the past. The background is a convalescent home — the atmosphere is 
clouded by overhanging insanity, illness, death, wretchedness, uncertainty. Esoteric, 





semi—mystical telescoping of time. Don!t sell to the average customer. $2.50 
June 18 
Marshall, Lenore G. ONLY THE FEAR Macmillan 


A psychological study of a woman driven close to insanity through an imag 
ination overstrained when she learns of her husband!s infidelity. Through giving 
herself to her doctor, she finds her normal level again. Interesting picture of a 
woman too finely strung, introspective to point of hysteria. For women readers, for 


the most part, particularly those of serious bent. $2.50 
ry Wight, Frederick SOUTH 7 Ks WA tarnice & Rinehart 
* Here's a book that just misses being a big book. It seems to me not im- 





portant enough in the last analysis to warrant its discursiveness, its padding, its 
length. A totally different "South" from that of Strgbling, Stark Young, Faulkner, 
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Caldwell, — closer perhaps to the "South" of Hamilton Basso in his In Their Own Image. 
The actual south as we conceive it in our imaginations is overlaid with a surface 
covering of the new rich and the new poor, of the New Deal in the midst of strikes 
and floods and disruption, of life kept on the surface — cocktails, highballs, old 
and new "corn", of "affairs" interlocking family with family. Into the midst of 
this comes an artist with his eighteen months bride. And the atmosphere proves cor- 
tagious. She succumbs, first to her host, then to a poverty striken bachelor. Various 
women fling themselves at the husband, with small success. The marriage heads for the 
rocks, and only is saved by the bleakness of the future, if it breaks. And yet, 
throughout, one gets no sense of deep undercurrents of emotion, of real feelingee.. 
XHowever, the book is slated for a big push — the_anniversary date of dnthoeny Adverse, 
worthily celebrated last year by the publication of Stars Fall on Alabama, has been 
seleeted—for-this-title, and the publishers are pinning their faith on its making a 
fitting member—of the trio. Perhaps the date is shot with luck. It certainly is a 
pudlicity stunt — so be prepared. $3200 








RECOMMENDED MYSTERIES, WESTERNS. & THRILLERS 





May 1 
Grey, Zane THUNDER MOUNTAIN Harper 
Idaho gold fields — three brother prospectors — success — a villain —a 
kidnapping — a slide which buries almost everything — the reuniting of the girl and 
the right man. Zane Grey in a different vein. But none the less Zane Grey. $2.00 
Wade, Henry CONSTABLE GUARD THYSELF Houghton, Mifflin 
A Scotland Yard Inspector manages to untangle a tangled web in which a dis- 
charged criminal, a murdered chief constable and a mysterious member of the police 
force play their intricate parts. $2.00 
May 15 
Krumgold, Joseph THANKS TO MURDER Vanguard 


A quiet, unsuccessful but determined amateur detective finds that a pgrfect 
case of murder, which he succeeds in solving too well, falls entirely to pieoes when 


love enters the arena. Amusing idea and entertaining reading. $2.00 
June 8 
Duke, Winifred SKIN FOR SKIN Little, Brown 


The author of Bastard Verdict again takes up the theme of the acquitted 
suspect, and his attempt to lead a normal lifes A psychological novel, with a murder 
theme, worked in reverse, as one knows of the crime at the start, $2.00 





Horler, Sydney HIGH STAKES Little, Brown 


First rate thriller, beginning with a sensational attack and murder of a 
Secret Service operative, homeward bound from the Orient, of his attacker taking his 
place on the force, of complications involving a female spy, of the showdown with 
the return of the "murdered" man. Good melodrama, well sustained. $2.00 
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Bindloss, Harold SWEETWATER RANCH Stokes 






A different set of ingredients for a none—too—-exciting western, but Bindloss 
has his following. The scene of the wheat section of Northwest Canada, the chief 
character is an English youth sent out to learn about raising wheat, and a neighbor— 






ing girl with whom he falls in love. Romance and adventure. $2.00 
“~ , m~ 
Ivy 0 





/ 


Weston, Garnett MURDER IN HASTE | Stokes 







Despite some phony effects, a goodish mystery of four unreasonable killings — 
solved by a literate tramp. $2.00 







PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Non Fiction 









May 1 









Sperry, Willard L. WHAT YOU OWE YOUR CHILD Harper 






"A clear, honest statement of the problems that face every thoughtful parent. 
Not bigoted or over~assured, but drawn from actual experience. the author does very 
little in the way of constructive or concrete suggestions as to how to pay the debt 
owed children, but for that very reason is the more impressive summation of the dang— 
ers and difficulties. He speaks as one of us, not as a superior, all knowing person." 

@ ‘le opinion of a mother of four. $1.50 



















May 2 


Mason, Bernard SOCIAL GAMES FOR RECREATION A. S. Barnes 
& Mitchell, Ee D. 


Here's a book that might not come to your attention, as it is on the list 
of a school book publisher. But it is an important book for regular stock. For young 
and old, for indoors and out, for parties, picnics, small groups and large — it seems 
to cover almost every situation demanding games. Invaluable for camps, schools, etc. 
Includes many games from recent popular books of pastimes, and would be a party giver's 
boon, if the format doesn't set her off. Excellent bibliography. Illustrated with 
line drawings and photographs. $2250 


May 7 
Day, Clarence SCENES FROM THE MESOZOIC Yale Press 


Here's a book you'll have to pass around to your sales force. If they like 
it, they can sell ite But it should be given to customers the same way — a dip in 
here and there. Some of the material has appeared in the New Yorker and elsewhere. 

But together, it seems to merge into a continuity with a cynical undercurrent of social 
implication and a sly, if somewhat warped, humor. Amusing nonsense text — but it!s 

the pictures that will sell the book. Reproduction excellent — gives the impression 

of a portfolio of drawings. $2.50 
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May 23 


Pareto, Vilfredo THE MIND AND SOCIETY Harcourt, Brace 
Edited by Arthur Livingston 


Announcement was made of this in the October lst issue (page 286) and prior 
to that in the August 15th issue (page 200), where_An Introduction to Pareto was re- 
ported (Homans and Curtis — Knopf). Postponed from November. The introduction seems 
to us to be an essential before plunging into the four—volume work of this great 
sociologist. Send for prospectus and sales talk from the publisher, and pass it 
around to your staff. Pareto's function in sociology for the layman is "to determine 
the respective shares that thought and sentiment, the rational and nonrational, have 
had in human history". He provides an implement for the thoughtful minority to use 





with the great majority. Price before publication to be $16.00; after pub. $20.00 
May 24 
Goode, Kenneth MOVE YOUR MERCHANDISE Greenberg 


I'm frank in saying that I read this with one idea predominating. Was it 
going to be of constructive value for the bookseller, in application to his special 
problem. My conclusion is "no" — that it is intended more as a philosophy of dis- 
tribution, an eye-opener to the short comings of the present systems, a practical 
and suggestive working proposition for the large merchant, the department store, the 
wholesaler with sales staffs going out into the retail trade. Good stuff — but not 


4A BC merchandising suggestions for the small retailer. $2.00 
May at |, 

Brindze, Ruth HOW TO SPEND MONEY Vanguard 

* The publisher states: "If after reading How To Spend Money you are not con- 





vinced that this book will save you many times its cost, return the book to the store 
where you purchased it and the price will be refunded without question." And, pre— 
sumably, this indicates that the bookshop will not be "stuck". -— A good book to 
supplement Counterfeit since it is a practical working basis for the consumer — a 
measuring rod by which she (or he) can test a wide variety of products and goods, 





ranging from clothing to food and drugs, for quality and value. $2.00 
May 28 
Sherlock, Chesla G. THE GARDENER'S HOW BOOK Macmillan 


"This seems to me a very valuable book. I have worked in gardens for more 
than thirty years and it seems to me to be just what the experienced and the inex-— 
perienced gardener wants. It is based on questions that have come in during the 
twelve years the author has handled a department on gardening, and therefore answers 
many of the questions that are in the amateur gardener!s mind each season. A valuable 
reference book,for general and wide recommendation. Not a scholarly treatise but a 


compendium of practical wigdom." So reports a garden fane $3250 
Late May 
Mitchell, Edwin Valentine THE ART OF AUTHORSHIP Loring & iussey 


Here!s a book for a wider sale than the title indicates, for it gives an 
intimate peep behind the scenes into the pet habits and foibles of numerous authors, 
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those of the past as well as those of the present. There is a wide curiosity concern 
ing the methods followed by favorite authors, whether they have “ivory towers" to 
which they retire, what sort of writing tables they use, whether they dictate, write 
long hand, use a typewriter or a dictaphone. Carlyle had a noise-proof room; Conan 
Doyle wrote at a desk in a crowded room; Mark Twain loved to write in bed; Oppenheim 
writes his stories sometimes hind side beforee It's a store-house of odd facts, this 
little book, and is written with the charm and spontaneity so rare in a scholarly 
sketch such as this. Remember the unexpected success of The Art of Walking. Watch 
for a discriminating literary public for this. $1.75 





June 3 


Koizumi, Kazuo FATHER AND I: Houghton, Mifflin 
Memories of Lafcadio Hearn 


Childhood recollections of Lafcadio Hearn by his half Japanese son. A very 
naive and rambling string of youthful memories, not only of Hearn but of many domestic 
and inconsequential incidents. A formless and wandering performance, from which no 
very vivid or attractive picture of Hearn himself emerges. Can't see much market for 


this, outside the limits of Hearn admirers. $2450 
June & 
Le Fevre, Georges AN EASTERN ODYSSEY Little, Brown 


André Citroen, manufacturer of the Citroen cars, financed an extraordinary 
journey across Asia, virtually the first attempt (1931-1932) to cross the continent 
on motor vehicles equipped with caterpillar tracks, and the only endeavor made to 
penetrate the Himalayas. The trip started from Beirut, extended to Pekin and back, 
passing through Saigon, Siam, Burma, British India and Persia. Scientists of dif— 
ferent sorts vent along to contribute what they could to the findings; photographers 
were an essential adjunct. It took three years to complete the preparations. And 
yet at every turn, unexpected contingencies, eccentricities on the part of the natives 
and their leaders, changed the plans, altered details. Adventures aplenty, colorful 
and dramatic; virtual imprisonment; struggle, triumph. Not an analysis of the sociol-— 
ogical or economic or political problems of the sections of Asia they traversed, but 
interesting reading for the hammock explorer. Not the conventional modern popular or 
debunking travel book — nor so personal as many of recent publications, but excellent 
of its type. 


June 10 
Hatcher, Harlan CREATING THX MODERN AMERICAN NOVEL Farrar & Rinehart 


Here!s a book that many will welcome enthusiastically — a survey of the 
background of the American novel, the development of the school of realism, an analysis 
of the leading novelists of the past two decades, their contribution to the trends of 
their day and of the present. Not — except incidentally — biographical, except where 
background, training, experience and personality played important part in the direc-_ 
tion and scope of their work. Carl Van Doren!s What Is American Literature (Morrow) 
fell down a bit when he hurried through the moderns; this book skimps the foundations, 
and stresses the moderns. Together, they supply a very interesting study of the de- 
velopment of the novel, essential for those seriously or academically interested in 
the subject. $3200 
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4 FEW STRAY LATE SPRING JUVENILES 





Picture Book 





Barlow, Ruth C. FUN AT HAPPY ACRES Crowell 


A photograph book following the adventures of a small boy who goes to visit 
a little girl who lives on a farm, and of all the animals, and the exciting round of 
events that make up the farm day. Just the book a city child should have to get a 
first impression of country life. (June 1) $2200 


For the 9 to 12 year old 





Williams, Ursula Moray KELPJE THE GIPSIES! PONY Lippincott 
Story of a Moorland pony, orphaned early, and running wild and apart from 

the herd, until a small boy won his confidence. Then came adventures when both were 

kidnapped by the gipsies. (June 6) $2.00 


For the teens 





Crownfield, Gertrude TRAITOR'S TORCH Lippincott 


Good historical fiction of the days following Benedict Arnold's betrayal and 
his siding with the British. The scene is New London, where the leading "patriot" 
turns out to be a British spy, and has the troublesome girl who is interfering with 
his plans, kidnapped. Good adventure with a bit of romance. (May) $2.00 


Note These Changes in Price and Publication Dates 








Page 

Pease, He WIND IN THE RIGGING (Doubleday) from June to 7/19 140 

Roberts, Ke FOR AUTHORS ONLY (Doubleday) definite date 8/9/35 - 94 

Corliss, A. DAUGHTER TO DIANA (Farrar & Rinehart) from 5/27 to 6/6 134 

Kerr, Se MISS J. LOOKS ON (Farrar & Rinehart) from 5/9 to 5/27 133 

Rylee, Re ‘DEEP DARK RIVER (Farrar & Rinehagt) from 5/16 to August?? 104 

Laidler, He ‘SOCIALIZING OUR DEMOCRACY (Harper) from 5/15 to 5/8 —126 

Smith, A. 5. THE CITIZEN AND HIS GOVERNMENT (Harper) from $3.00 to $2.50 an 

McGuinness, C.J. SAILOR OF FORTUNE (Macrae Smith) from 5/6 to 5/20 - 

Ermine, We “ LOBO LAY (Morrow) from 5/8 to 5/25 136 
Graves, Re I CLAUDIUS (Smith & Haas) from $3.00 to $2.00 on 6/10/35 — with 

CLAUDIUS THE GOD will sell as set for $5.00. 
Cobb, He Title chosen PATHS OF GLORY (Viking) from 5/23 to 6/3 122 
Book—of—the-—Month for June 
Hambidge, Ge ENCHANTED ACRE (Whittlesey House) from early to late May 114 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR FOR MAY 15 to 31 

May 17 - Oppenheim, E.P. — GENERAL BESSERLEY'S PUZZLE BOX (Little,Brown) 108 

May 23 - Golding, L. — THE CAMBERWELL BEAUTY (Farrar & Rinehart ) " 121 

May 27 = Kaus, Ge — CATHERINE THE PORTRAIT OF AN EUPRESS (Viking) 112 

Kerr, S. — MISS J. LOOKS ON (Farrar & Rinehart) 133 


May 28 = Steinbeck, J. — TORTILLA FLAT (Covici, Friede) 122 








